
               CURRICULUM MEETING SEPTEMBER 25, 2015 9:30 A.M. 

    MINUTES 

 

In attendance:  Ellen Margolin, Paul Critti, Santhosh Chinnappala, Judy Menashe, Linda 

Kreisman, Shari Braverman, Christi Pritzker, Natalie Bogdanov, Francois Tenenbaum, Leslie 

Eisenberg, Melissa Gates, Daniella Simon, Lisa Zaretsky 

Members introduced themselves. 

I-Curriculum Office update: 

Superintendent’s conference Day- Sept 1, and 2, 2015 

Attendance at some professional development is mandatory. Attendance at others is 

voluntary. 

Copies of brochure from Supt’s Conference Day were distributed to the committee.  

The quality, depth and volume of offerings this year were pointed out. Double the 

number of workshops was offered this year than last year. Many workshops were on a 

variety of technology subjects including how to use technology to meet the needs of 

students with special needs. Many workshops were facilitated by Hewlett -Woodmere 

staff members and incorporated Chrome books which the district is introducing into all 

of the schools. 

BOCES continues to provide some professional development for HWPS as do companies 

whose products our district uses  

Chrome books-   

Easy to use and quick to turn on unlike computers.  

Many are already available in grades 2-8. More will be made available.  

Computer labs are still in use but eventually may be replaced by Chrome books when 

they are used throughout the district. It will take several years. 

Eventually students may be able to take the Chrome books home as in other districts.  

II-Testing: 



Standardized tests grade 3-8: 

Data is useless because of the opt-out numbers. No way to compare to other districts or 

past performance in our district. 

New parent opt-out letters are linking test results to the negative impact on teachers’ 

evaluations. 

Pearson was replaced for next year but is still writing the tests for this current school 

year. 

Field testing seems to be mandatory but the question is whether there will be penalties 

for a district that does not comply. HWPS is looking at what other districts are doing. 

Federal govt is allowing each state to decide if it will penalize districts that do not have 

95% of their test eligible students taking the exams. Regents Tisch says she does not 

want to do anything that will hurt the students.  

APPR: 

Regents opened APPR law to public conversation for another few months so law cannot 

be finalized until that end date. It is hoped the legislature will step in by then to change 

the law. 

APPR is now calculated with 50% of the teachers’ evaluation tied to test scores. Most 

districts will seek waiver to delay implementation until next year. 

Algebra Regents-(includes trigonometry) 

In June, 2015 some districts gave both the “old” exam and CCLS-based exam although 

the state said that students in a credit bearing CCLS math course could only take the 

CCLS exam. HWPS was one of those districts. So far there has been no penalty. 

While the state did say that eligible students could only take the CCLS-based exam this 

current school year, guidelines were changed in August. The new guidelines state that 

students can take both the “old” and CCLS exam. The district is notifying parents and 

will ensure that the material for the original exam will be taught. 

Trigonometry is gateway to advanced Regents diploma but only NYS colleges look at 

Regents scores which are posted on student transcripts. 

 

 



 

English Regents:  

The CCLS –based exam is more rigorous than the original Regents exam. ELA courses 

throughout the district have already been scaled up so that our students will hopefully 

do well. 

Some districts did give the CCLS exam to small groups of students but it is difficult to 

read anything into the results. 

III- Other concerns 

IEPs:  

Are teachers following the modifications and accommodations indicated on IEPs? E.g 

use of Kurzweil -assistive technology equipment. Mr. Secaur asked that the parents 

work through the chain of command but he will follow up as well. 

Math- pilot programs will be discussed at Curriculum Committee later on in the year 

after teachers have had a chance to work with the programs for a few months. 

Incorporation of grammar studies, and teaching cursive writing and social/emotional 

literacy into the curriculum are topics that will be covered later on in the year. 

IV- Future Meeting dates: 2015-16   Dates and Topics 

Tuesday, Oct 20             9:30 (ENL and Part 154 regs) 

Monday, Nov 30            9:30  (Capstone/ELA- CCLS test) 

Wednesday, Jan 6          9:30- breakfast sponsored by Curriculum Office ( Math) 

Wednesday, Feb 3          9:30 (topic TBA) 

Tuesday, March 22         9:30 (Topic TBA) 

Wednesday, April 20      9:30 (Topic TBA) 

Thursday, May 26           12:00 noon -Lunch sponsored by Council (Topic TBA) 

 


